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Sample Euthanasia Decision Tree

Appendix G

Animal is Identified as Sick, Injured or Unthrifty

Moribund or unfit  
for slaughter

Treat and  
record

No medication  
given or withdrawal 

time met; fit  
for transport

Unfit for  
transport

Immediate 
euthanasia

Poor  
response to 
treatment; 
unlikely to 

recover

Positive 
response to 
treatment; 
condition 
improves

Send for 
slaughter

No  
medication 

given or 
withdrawal 
time met 

Medication 
given, 

withdrawal 
time not met                    

Immediate 
euthanasia

Assess if  
further 

treatment is 
required

On-farm 
slaughter or 
immediate 
euthanasia

Immediate 
euthanasia


